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but as early ae 1842 thers vas a wel:

circuit in this valley., On the roll of tt
mere the names of many nf the most promi
citizeus of the velley. :
Perneps the oldest Eociety in Pa
the sethel Church in bucisye, & small vil
veiley from Merlinton, It is related that
Protestant minister came into thiec communits

pPrivelege of breeching at the eame place v

hed hLeesn holding services. “hather this vas at

or public meeting house ie not related. Heo Joh

& church menmbver, invited this new prescher to |

fze invitetion ves gledly Gccepted, end & houge

trmeé 10 heer thies "new iZiud of Mﬂhﬂd!ﬂ
fermon in thst conmuwuity. The people

uurler 33‘.’ Wieonvertel men o _ant t i

h"“-?’ Aun Fhiah t) held ssrv&




ta

tuild the house were converted, snd hecere 'ahn;r_.'-tgg

vicese For this act they were expelled from the M, &
y ;. B il

¥hen the M. P. Cless wee formed these 17 and eighteen ©

_.‘\‘*"

811l) vho hed formerly been mr—-mhers of the M. #, Chur

pnew society formed at the new log churchk, then kﬁﬁ%
Church, but now celled Bethel, | '1
The oldest records show that Bethel ﬁh

one hundred members in 1B8E3; among them were many £
prominent citizens of the community.The Overhéﬂ'-.#;,-. :
Rogers end McZeever families were lesders in the
Bethel church has given to the conference tvo
and s fev locel preschers of ability. Dr. A. L
helf brother Rev. Moore lMcNeill, vere members here
wives have come from the membership of Bethel eh
D, . Loggs, vho vwas 3ebine Leishley Buckley, named
wife; Mre. Rev. M.l, Lyerly, who was a Miss Over
B. i, Mitchell, who -as Miss Dlizabeth Prences e
Joghua DBuckley, Jonathan McNeill, Yames

5601y nembare et Bethel. Gearge 4

<re. Pounell, lr, end Mrs. V43
!

Jobag %&wm erong the 21
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Yhe present Louae »f worehip st Buckeye wae Wwuilt under th
the rast  ale of Rev. George W. Barrept, and Rev. M. L. Smith

geoistant, in 1888. 1t ie n neat, commodious, framapuilﬁing, and

very crediteble to the community and to the Methodist Protestant

The Greenbrier Valley has produced many ablq-an&
1jstinguiched mimisters. 4nd to old betheybhurch at Buckeye,
telonze the honor of heving given to the Weest Virginie cornfereice
of the Hethodist Protestant Church, one of its prominent end
successiul ministers, who for then forty yeuars vae active 3n i

the work of the conference.

D. C. Yzeze, J. M. Conawey and Z. J. uilson.
Erother licKeever served many of the 1
the district, ineluding: Herrison, lLewis, Georg
Yzrion, Mt, Morris and Flemington circuits. He
£¢ president, amd was several times a drlegate t 
Conference sessions. He preached his firet sermo
Dr. lckeever married Miss Sursh Young.

Dr. Otto D, kicKeever, ic e distinguirhed minister of

Church, snd ¢ femous lecturer. - R
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Virginia ¥.

-

U e
Francis

ldildred Mceideill, Vi3

Jenny Kemnison,

Samuel Co

Harper,

il € ) T 0 -

John Puckley ekowe that in
[ "Woo0d Wes the pradasn " - -
- V&8 the pretor of the Buckeye churche
L= ho no hasg 2] . # 1 :
. has the record esye that he is of the
rEnervood was the first minister to serve this church,
. Lo Jde wno vees refused permiesion to presch in
. 3 He s e+ +3 P ; . -
T~ N cle 28 suys that the Methodist Epiecopels vierc very
t : t dnd rnever permitted suy one of another
tion to their church, snd for this very resson they
ir iniluence in the community and for a time had very
- UE -y - 1
bers. filally e men by the name of Harper wae sent to teke
pestorege, he allowed them some liberality snd succeeded
nizing & right good clsss, but it wse lever &8 ESLrong
a1l been before they expelled come of the members for EOiNE
thodZgt Protestant meeting.
lceording to this record.the next minister to Toklow
0d,was Willisem Bolton. It gives the class 118t for
follovs;
\illiem H. Linsey (probably Lindsay)
ruul Linsey i il

Cutlip Geiger, Dagrah Geiger,

ohnson, #lizsheth Barlov, Hough L. Sharp,

*T

Mclleill, Mary 3. Moore, Henry Moore,

Jousthen Melieill,
Rgchel Thomes,
Charles Collins,

11in ell, ry J. Capeell,

Hargnret Gum, Janes Gum, Mcbride Gum,
P . L1 = . - e - 3 T .
maury ¢ hnuson, Sernh Johugn, Lliva Jonnson,
- 1 W, uo , lsdorseh-rimes, A, H, Spiagss
- L L 2T .LU;'BJ-.




washington Sha= Py Nicholes Sharp,

Senmel Gr'j_-m ,
veorge lightner, bl

3areh Lightner,

fSenry Lib}‘lt“ﬂ.".

Susannah Eighty
ehtuer, Jameg Hoora, Narparet Moore,

Mary Ga _
ary Urimes, Ho'bert Shurp, Mayy Sharp,

Andrew Urimes .

Duvid Grimes,

Arthur Shurp, Betex Shar :
v arp, Margaret urimes,

fnthony lightner, Kiengs Lightrer, Devid Lightner,

Adum Lightuer, Rechel lMcClure, George Mclsurhlin,

Serah Holeuzhlin, ¥liszabeth MeCorele, Jamee McCorcis,

J hin MeCoxrele, Semuel Uibzon,  homas Hogsett, !

Jeuob Shinelerry, wmarguret Shinsberry, Auna Siinaberry,

e e ;TP Pogee] it e

3 .32 W0 - LG

Joshua Buckley, Lucends Buckley, Ruth £liza bBuckley,

Slizsbeth Buckley, Harmon Sharp, William Sharp, o e '
i ™ | !
. \

Hough Celvin Sherp, lary Ellen Sharp, Clarisa Bol1

Slizebeth Bolton, Asa Shinn liclleill, Rachel Kallim;
Msrtha Eellison, James Kellison.

¥rom this class 1list, one can easily see the:

new zind of llethodiem attracted people from the EUrrou
countryside for a radius of many miles, from .Brnmig;‘
Lene, Llk and meny other communities. Yhis list,howe:

€ive the nemes of the Uverholts, Pemnells end lcKee
&1l loyal membere. Perhaps they did not join until

lir, Buckley says that all of those wh{;;"-_
from the M. 3. church, remained loyal members of the M
Uéver returning to the M. B. church. He said that
Vere 105 members in the Bethel church at B"-Gkg;rg
they eent in some uneducated preachers and the pe
di”"“"’nsﬂd &nd aiagusted because thgy gmg not «
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rpen they sent in bottepy peenc

here fo
gble 10 bulld up the alagg nen TOF @ vhile, wuy they vere never

in. © :
Aot Ne Cleiborne lMele11l hela the
i S UNeT Tor meany yeapy Uring the time that 4
wneducated preachers were thaws me that the

1ih h
‘here has been no Zethodist Protestant minister st tni
er 8t this

- ~ or b
church for the lust ten years, und st the present time(1940)
there are only five members, . &

drs. Susen Meleinn, lirs. Nancy MeNeiil.
6111,

and John B. Buckley, lr. Buckley eays that none
of them are able to got out to church HeGeuseNsFNinETEISERINES

of the yuunger members hsave Joined some other denomination.
According to Pricesg' History, lioore McNeill, the youngest

son of Willism the teacher, became & presacher, end ﬁﬁtﬁj”"
itineracy of the suspices of the llethodist frb&ﬁa%ﬂﬁﬁ_ﬁ%ﬁﬁé{.‘
treveled meny yesrs with marked success aud &wqmsnaa; iﬁ
of west Virginia bordering the Ohio River.

Asa Shinn lcleill was elso & peeacher, but for :

never took a regular circuit. He, however was consi

Zlders.
Mr. Buckley says that e&s fer back &

the Presbyteriens have used this chuech,
Sydsnstricker snd Wm T. Price as their earlies
doubt the same ones that served other Preshy

pPreached to this Preshyterian claess &t
Presbyterimn members &t this church were
#r meny yesrs this church has been sery
minister from the Merlinto che

g - - [’ &







